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40 case studies of council action on 
climate change

https://takeclimateaction.uk/resourc
es/councils-tackling-climate-chaos



Objectives

• Give grassroot groups the analysis and 
information they need to win successful 
campaigns for local climate action. 

• Provide council officers and councillors with 
the analysis and information they need to 
develop strong Climate Action Plans for their 
areas. 

• Demonstrate the importance of local 
authority action by showcasing best practice, 
including the co-benefits, in order to support 
the case to national government for more 
power and resources for local government. 

Process
• Case studies produced by Ashden and Friends 

of the Earth

• Funded by Peoples Postcode Lottery

• Advised by a Reference Group of ADEPT, 
Climate Emergency UK, Grantham Institute 
and My Society



Friends of the Earth Climate Action Plan



Format - informative and inspiring

• Impact (including co-benefits)

• Enabling factors

• Resourcing

• Lessons

• Friends of the Earth view











Mix of council types, political control and location

• Warrington Borough Council raised funds for a renewable energy project through community municipal 
bonds that could be purchased for as little as £5 by residents

• Blaenau Gwent Council set up a citizens assembly for just £50,000 to engage the local community in climate 
decision-making

• Leicester city Council has invested in electric buses, 8km of new bus priority measures and 26km of active 
travel routes to cut congestion and emissions.

• Kent County Council has set out a comprehensive strategy to halt biodiversity loss and strongly links action 
on nature and climate.

• North East Derbyshire District Council upgraded hundreds of council homes to improve energy efficiency 
and alleviate fuel poverty simultaneously

• Wirral Council adopted an ambitious tree strategy to plant 210,000 by 2030 and protect existing trees

• Hastings Borough Council working with East Sussex County Council is helping home owners and private 
renters make their homes energy efficient with its Warm Homes Check Service.

• Waltham Forest Council has almost fulfilled its target to completely divest its pension funds from fossil fuels 
within 5 years



Lessons learned 
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/8-lessons-learned-councils-leading-way-climate

• 1. Local action works – for climate and 
communities

• 2. Councils need to start somewhere

• 3. There’s money to be had

• 4. Councils need more support from national 
government

• 5. Partner up

• 6. The green skills gap needs to be filled

• 7. Engage early and involve communities in climate 
decision-making

• 8. Get the whole council on board



Promotion/interaction 



Next steps

• Three more case studies due to be published – early May

• Links to other case studies to be added

• Launch event 24th May 10 – 11.30

• Conference July (date tbc)

• Five new case studies – September

• Updates of case studies where needed - November



https://takeclimateaction.uk/resources/councils-tackling-climate-chaos




