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Katherine has approximatley 20 years of experience working within the Water Management sector specialising in flood risk 
management and SuDS. Prior to joining WSP  10 of these have been within a Local Government setting as a Flood Risk 
Manager and chair and co-founder of the Association of SuDS Authorities (ASA).  

Katherine is the Technical Lead within the Sustainable Water Team for LLFA and the Local Government support and 
specialising in Flood Risk Management, Strategies, policies and SuDS.

As part of her role as chair of ASA she was a member of the technical advisory panel on the initial review of Schedule 3 and 
the implementation of the SAB, which included presenting to the All-Parliamentary Group for Flood Prevention.   Katherine 
remains part of the DEFRA Schedule 3 Advisory Group on the future implementation of Schedule 3 and the SAB. 
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Schedule 3 and SuDS Approval Body

Flood and Water Management Act (2010)

o The Flood and Water Management Act (2010) was enacted to address 
the gaps identified with how flood risk was managed in England and 
Wales.

o Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act was never 
enacted in England. It provides a framework for:

 The approval and adoption of drainage systems

 A sustainable drainage system approving body within 
unitary / county councils

 National standards on the design, construction, 
operation and maintenance of sustainable drainage 
systems for the lifetime of the development

 Approving the right to connect surface water runoff to 
public sewers (conditional to drainage systems being 
approved before construction work can start)



Background
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Schedule 3  WHY? – Storm Water Overflows



SuDS Approval Body (SAB)

The Government’s review for the implementation of 
Schedule 3 resulted in a recommendation to make 
SuDS mandatory in new developments in England.

This approach will ensure SuDS are designed 
effectively to reduce the impact of flooding to new 
developments.

Regulations and processes for the creation of SuDS at 
new developments will now be devised through the 
implementation of Schedule 3, expected during 2024.



SuDS Approval Body (SAB)

As part of this,  Unitary Councils and where there is not a 
Unitary Council the County Council will become the SuDS 
Approval Body (SAB).

SuDS schemes will require approval from the local authority 
acting in its SAB role in addition to other permissions .

This will lead to environmental benefits for developments, 
as SuDS will be designed to not only control flows and 
volumes, but to provide water quality, amenity and 
biodiversity.



What are Sustainable Drainage Systems?



What are Sustainable Drainage Systems?

Sustainable Drainage Systems – SuDS

 SuDS are an approach to managing surface water which take
account of water quantity, water quality, biodiversity and amenity.

 SuDS are designed to mimic natural systems, typically managing
rainfall close to where it falls.

 They can be designed to transport surface water and slow down run
off before it enters watercourses using areas of water storage.
Alternatively, water can be allowed to soak into the ground.



Current process

Planning



SuDS Approval Body (SAB)

Work will be undertaken during the 
implementation of Schedule 3 including 
formalising standards, roles and responsibilities, 
application forms and guidelines. 

Design standards are expected in accordance with 
the recommendations from the DEFRA Non-
Statutory Technical Standards review.

There are currently 14 standards, and it is expected 
that the first 6 will be updated.

The standards are expected to include biodiversity, 
amenity, water quality, construction phase 
drainage and designing for maintenance.

SuDS schemes should demonstrate these or 
provide a reasonable justification on why they 
have not been included.



Requirements
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SAB Delivery  Process



SAB Application Process (Anticipated to follow Welsh Process)



Schedule 3 – WSP ROLE



Skills Assessment
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COSTS
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WSP SAB implementation Process

Pre 
Implemention

•Engagement with Clients and stakeholders
•Consultation response for WSP and on behalf of Clients
•Unitary and County Council Service reviews and Delivery 

Model Design

SAB 
implementation

•Pre-App
•Deisgn 
•Design Approval
•Construction 
•Inspection & Verification
•Maintenance & Adoption

Monitor and 
Review

• Monitor and Review 
•Implement improvements and support implementation 

change



Questions
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