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Why update Manual for Streets?

Substantive change 
over the last decade:
• Society
• Technology
• New modes
• Active travel 
• Climate change

Opportunity to align with 
planning policy and help 
deliver other policies

MfS not widely used & 
other guidance 
inappropriately used
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Approach to creating MfS

Produce guidance which is well respected and more widely 
applied by different disciplines across the public and private 

sectors
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Multi-layered engagement

Clear and well substantiated 
design principles

Content is fit for purpose

More likely to be used

Lessons learnt and promote quality

Recognise what works well and 
focus on how design has evolved 

Clear signposting of content

Produce better outcomes

Users appreciate stature of MfS

Users engaged in development

Guidance assists users and 
demonstrates benefits

Progressive change in usability

Reflect changing needs & 
behaviour 

Good practice and examples

User testing approachClear relationships between 
policy & legislation 
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Form and Structure of MfS

• Single Government guidance (replacing MfS 
1/2) for existing streets and development:  
urban and rural context

• Will apply in England, devolved nations tbc
• Balance of principles of street design and 

detail
• Four parts:

• Part A - Context & Policy
• Part B - Planning Streets (why, where, 

when - principles)
• Part C - Designing Streets (how - details)
• Part D « Delivering Streets

• Engaging and navigable, strong visual 
content
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• Where to use MfS vs DMRB

• Information needed on where MfS
fits within guidance ecosystem: 
• National, regional & local policy 

and guidance
• Planning & non-planning 

related

• Clarity on the Àw\`^_kÃ o] M]J is 
needed (particularly for planning 
applications)

• Clarity on who the guidance is for, 
and how to appeal to a wide 
Xu[`\nZ\  (“N\\[ to jp\Xk 
language that resonates with 
`nt\n[\[ Xu[`\nZ\”)

A. Context & Policy



B. Planning Streets (1)

Define Outcomes/Characteristics

MfS: work-in-progress Outcomes diagram
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Key considerations:



• Adapting Movement & Place

• Understanding Street functions

MfS: work-in-progress functions diagram
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B. Planning Streets (2)

MfS 1 & 2: Movement & Place

MfS: work-in-progress street zones



C. Designing Streets

Details to add and update include:

• Speed management and traffic restrictions

• Designing for cycling: draw from LTN 1/20

• Accommodating micromobility

• Inclusive design details

• Introducing street trees

• Appropriate road widths

• Priority junctions

Filtered permeabilityStreet trees

Experimental access restrictions
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Continuous footway
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