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Background

• 90% of unwanted sexual 
behaviour on London 
transport goes unreported. 

• Peak travel times coincide 
with peak harassment 
times.

• More than half of women 
in London are victims of 
sexual harassment on 
Tube, trains and buses. 

• 62% women are scared 
walking in multi-storey 
car parks, 60% are 
scared waiting on train 
platforms.

• 49% are scared waiting 
at the bus stop. 

• 59% are scared walking 
home from a bus stop 
or station.

The evidence
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• 180,000 responses

• Charities, Academics, Frontline professionals

• Victims
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“Every day, women and girls have bad 
experiences at school, at work on buses and 
trains, on the street, and even at home.”
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“Women and girls in the UK and around the 
world are facing a parallel pandemic of 
violence committed against them – mostly by 
men or because of patriarchal structures.”

Nimco Ali OBE
Independent Adviser on Tackling 
Violence Against Women and 
Girls
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• Streetscene • Patterns of work and 
the associated 
challenges.

• Male behaviours in 
public spaces and its 
impacts.

• Design - of active travel 
infrastructure and its 
influence.

The barriers

• Roads, design and the 
feeling of being unsafe in 
public spaces.

• Affordability of public 
transport.
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• 11% men, compared with 
42% women, work part-
time. (ONS, 2015)

• The gender pay gap in the 
UK is 17.3% (ONS, 2019)

• Women only account for 
35% registered car keepers 
in the UK. (DfT, 2018)

• A third more women than men 
travel by bus, and a third more 
men travel by rail. Male 
behaviours in public spaces and 
its impacts. (ONS, 2017)

• In the morning peak, 93% men 
but only 85% women go direct 
from home to work. (DfT, 2014)

The barriers – patterns of travel
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Design - Different life chances

When women are 
involved in a car 
accident, they are 47% 
more likely to be 
seriously injured than 
men, and 17% more 
likely to die.

NHTSA, 2013
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Design - Different life chances

1.77m (5’9’’)

1.52m (5’3’’)

76kg 70kg
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Design - Considerations
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Why does it matter to me?

Economy

Lack of access to transport and safety fears reduce women’s 
participation in the economy by 16.5%.

Access 

UK survey showed 19% respondents had turned down a job due 
to the quality of the bus service.

Needs 

Women are also more likely to report difficulty in accessing 
healthcare than men. 
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What does it mean to us as a  sector?

The Department of Transport’s report 
titled Transport for everyone: an action 
plan to promote equality, 

WSP – Can we Fix The Gap with Future 
Ready? (2021) 
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THINK Differently.

DESIGN Differently.
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