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The Board discussed progress with its three priorities and, in particular, the initiation of the three approved UKRLG research projects that were submitted from the Board.
The three research projects are:
· Annual report on the condition of UK highway infrastructure (State of the Nation Report) – The project seeks to use existing data sets, supplemented where necessary by additional data from local authorities, to enable the state of highways infrastructure in the UK to be assessed and reported.
· Code of Practice competence training – This project has two themes: One to define a standard competency framework for asset maintenance and management in UK highway authorities and the other to set out a framework for a training course in undertaking risk-based assessments during inspections.
· Highways Maintenance Appraisal Tool (HMAT) – review and refresh – Following a survey on the current uptake and usage of this tool, the project will seek to address known issues and to promote the use of the tool more widely.
The Board also discussed the options for moving forward asset valuation and how best this might be used to support asset management in highway authorities in the future. The Board are keenly awaiting news of progress particularly because there are clear links with the research ‘State of the Nation Report’ project.
Dr Darren Merrill
Secretary
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